PRODUCTION  AND  THE  IDEOLOGICAL SUPERSTRUCTURE
maintain the race, exercises a powerful influence on
individuals through the greater part of their lives ; an
influence which often tends to increase their economic
activity, but in countless other cases impels them to
actions that have nothing whatever to do with it or
even run counter to it.
The same thing may be said of the desire for power
and of vanity, both of which play an important part in
social life and history. Maybe, they are at bottom mere
modifications of the instinct of self-preservation ; there
can, however, be no doubt that, in private as well as in
social and political life, they play a specific and very
conspicuous part.
The more simple and primitive the state of a society,
the more openly these instincts will dominate its social
and economic life. With the differentiation implied by
growing civilisation, various new impulses will develop,
while those primary instincts often undergo strange
modifications.
This is one of the reasons why the followers of the
Materialist Theory of History prefer to evidence it by
describing the institutions and habits of primitive nations
and times r primitive states of civilisation admit of a
limited application of the theory.
The more primitive an individual or a community,
the greater obviously will be the part which mere physical
necessity plays in their lives. The more society develops,
the more differentiated the institutions and habits of
men become, the more desires and needs spring up, which
have nothing in common with those simple primitive
needs and with the activities destined to supply them.
Hence, a theory based on the study of primitive tribes
would, even if true of them, not therefore necessarily
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